


The thirst for new information, new skills and new friends 
was very palatable at the Winter Park Public Library in 2017. 

The demand for services and resources continued to
escalate, and this independent library stretched its

resources and staff to deliver more than ever before. 

64,793
wireless sessions booked 

103,310
research desk calls answered

31,000
ATTENDED CLASSES

179,385
LIBRARY VISITS

PATRONS
 VISITED WEEKLY29%

456,000
MATERIALS CIRCULATED

by 375 volunteers to help serve the surge in demand
for services – the equivalent of $217,000 in salaries

9343 VOLUNTEER HOURS

TO OPEN MINDS

While many still think 
about the library 

primarily for lending printed 
books, you will find that The 
Winter Park Public Library 
lends so much more. Every day, 
the librarians and staff lend a 
hand to seniors to learn how to 
safely navigate the Internet, 
apply for Medicare and 
pinpoint their ancestry.
     Every week, this library
provides tutors to students 
struggling with math and 
classes for toddlers who are 

just beginning to count. 
A week doesn’t go by that 
there’s not a walking class, 
a movie screening, a Latin 
class, a book club or computer 
class for everyone and anyone 
who wants to learn a new 
skill or strengthen their 
body and mind.
     The library provides 360° 
access to the things that trans-
form lives and promote literacy, 
creativity, school and career 
readiness, inspiration, culture 
and community.

The Winter Park Public Library is a place
where education, entertainment and
enlightenment happen every day.

OUR MISSION



It’s through partnerships - with local 
educational, cultural, creative and business
communities, that the library can produce 
the talent and content that educates, 
enlightens and entertains its patrons. In a 
welcoming and safe place, the library offers 
classes and events for nearly every interest:

History & Culture

Civic Engagement

Creative Arts 

Film & Music

Health & Living

Stories, Language & Lit

School & Careers

Tech & Innovation

“A place where dreams 
are created, careers are 
launched, relationships 
are strengthened, and 
bodies, minds, and souls 
are nourished.”

STEVE LEARY
Mayor, City of Winter Park

“Excellent Facility! The “Genius Lab” is fun for the 
entire family. Outstanding staff, especially Levy, 
who’s energy is contagious and his love for all things 
wonderfully “Geeky” is apparent when he interacts 
with Library visitors, both young and more seasoned.”

MICHAEL S. KROKEY
WPPL Patron

A sampling of the nearly
2000 classes offered by
The Winter Park Public
Library include:

GIRLS WHO CODE
Teaching computer
coding to young girls

SENSORY STORYTIME
A specialized program for 
youth on the spectrum

WINDOWS 10 AND ADOBE 
PHOTOSHOP CLASSES
For anyone of any age

SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
MEDICARE WORKSHOP
To help seniors register 
for support

CUPCAKE DECORATING
To prepare and take home!

PREP FOR SUCCESS
College prep workshops 

3-D DESIGN LAB
For the exploration of 
three-dimensional design

And others like art and literary 
film screenings, 5 book clubs, 
Latin and Italian classes, and 
ukulele instruction

“As a public private
partnership, The Winter 
Park Public Library
focuses on stewardship
of the community
resources it manages
to support its mission.”

TRISH GALLAGHER
2018 President
WPPL Board of Trustees 

“I am especially grateful that 
the Winter Park Library 
participates in the Interlibrary 
Loan system, which has been 
a vital resource in both my 
personal and professional lives.”

CHRISTOPHER LEAVY
WPPL Patron, Music Director, 
Winter Park Playhouse

“With it’s strong leadership 
and community support for 
the public library, Winter 
Park can be a valuable model 
for other communities 
interested in transforming 
their civic institutions.”

AMY GARMER
Aspen Institute Dialog for
Public Libraries, Director



     In 2016, The Winter Park Public Library was 
one of four in the U.S. selected by the Aspen 
Institute’s Dialogue on Public Libraries as a 
partner in the development of its first model- 
community dialogue to create a 21st century, 
world-class library where the latest technology 
will intersect with the vast world of knowledge 
and literature. 
     The Aspen Institute recognized that Winter 
Park is a city of extraordinary people - people 
who believe in community and who know that 
remarkable things are still possible. As a public 
private partnership, the library is supported by 
the City of Winter Park and charitable contribu-
tors – individuals and organizations, who share 
in the conviction that a community library is 
vital to the good health of a community.  

FUTURE READY

When asked why the 

foundation chose The 

Winter Park Public Library 

to kickstart its new facility 

capital campaign with a 

$750,000 challenge grant, 

Mr. Odahowski spoke to 

the motivations behind the 

gracious grant.  

     “Philanthropy is all about 

improving a condition or 

place in the future, and the 

Winter Park Public Library 

has always been, and remains 

to be, a catalyst for that for 

individuals, families and

businesses.”

He notes that libraries 

specifically “offer a pathway 

to individual improvement 

and education with such ease 

and low-cost.” Furthermore 

Mr. Odahowski says, “At 

libraries, users don’t need 

credentials, and there are no 

age or other restrictions – 

making the pathway always 

open at the library.”

     This year, The Edyth 

Bush Charitable Foundation 

is celebrating its 45-year 

anniversary of giving 

back to its community. Mr. 

Odahowski says that this is 

a motivating factor for why 

the organization committed 

to the library grant. Recent 

historical research led him 

to a little book written by 

a Rollins college professor 

in the 30’s who, at that 

time, likened the City to an 

undergraduate institution.  

Today, Mr. Odahowski says 

that clearly the City in her 

eyes would be an esteemed 

post-graduate institution 

with validation from some 

of the finest thinkers in the 

world – including The Aspen 

Institute and Sir David Adjaye.  

“This validation is one of the 

reasons we got involved and 

made a commitment to The 

Winter Park Public Library,” 

explains Mr. Odahowski.  

     “This will be an important 

civic space and will create 

the vitality that other civic 

places cannot,” he says. 

“David Adjaye doesn’t need 

this project. He saw this as 

an opportunity to amplify 

the story of Winter Park 

through place. Place can be 

a multiplier to leverage and 

factor-up whatever an entity’s 

deliverables happen to be. 

Events can happen anywhere, 

but if you have a place or 

facility that is spectacular, it 

can elevate its delivery.”

     Mr. Odahowski stresses 

that the location of the future 

library will amplify its success.  

“This will be a destination, 

and it will be a place where 

people will be able to 

‘discover’ the library while on 

a stroll in the park or on the 

way to a nearby restaurant.”

      He acknowledges that 

libraries have adapted to 

many changes over the 

years – going from books and 

periodicals to microfiche, beta 

tapes, CDs and now e-books.  

And, while the new library will 

have the learning technology 

it needs, he says “one of the 

joys of going to the library on 

a whim is walking through the 

stacks, looking at books and 

authors and leaving with a 

book out of serendipity.

This is a very different

experience than the type

of destination browsing

people do on Amazon.”

     “This is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity for residents and 

the community to contribute 

their treasure, time and talent 

to something that will benefit 

generations of all the people 

of Winter Park.” 

The Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation President and CEO David Odahowski
is clearly, and always, focused on the Foundation’s mission to “make
Central Florida a better place for all of its citizens.” The small word “all”
in that mission is what he says drives the foundation’s decision-making.

Interview with David Odahowski 

With good stewardship in 
2017, The Winter Park
Public Library has paved 
the way for a strong 2018.

David Odahowski 
President & CEO
Edyth Bush Foundation

Individual &
Corp. Giving 8% 

Endowment &
Investment 18% 

Facility Support 
18%

Foundations 2%

State of FL 3%

 

Rentals, Fees
& Fines 4%

City Operating 
Grant 47%
 

8%

Sources of Funds
FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017

Expense Breakdown
FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017

18%

47%

18%

2%

4%

3%

FINANCIALS

Facility Support & Maintenance 22%  

Technology & Communications  6%    

Library Operations 38%   

Youth Services & Materials 10%         

Adult Services & Materials 23%          

History Archives 1% 

38%

23%

22%

10%

6%
1%
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“In 2017, we acted on our civic commitment to 
make learning and library resources stronger 
and even more accessible to members of the 
Winter Park and Central Florida communities.  
With countless community partnerships, we
offered more classes and more one-on-one support 
for our patrons of all ages, incomes, and abilities. 
And, with input from the Aspen Institute and the 
City of Winter Park, we focused on creating a
library for the 21st century. On behalf of the 
Board of Trustees, I thank the City, our donors, 
and the community for their foresight and
commitment to the Winter Park Public Library’s 
past, present and very exciting future.”

DAN MCINTOSH, 2017 PRESIDENT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES


